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Article from a Database
Remember that databases are NOT public 

information like websites, even if you use 
the internet to access them.

Since you have to have login/password to use 
them, the reader may not be able to access 
the article

You prove that they exist and point us towards 
the database, not the specific article

MLA Database Article Citation

Botzakis, Stergio. "Adult Fans of Comic 
Books: What They Get Out of 
Reading." Journal of Adolescent & 
Adult Literacy 53.1(2009):  50-59. 
Print.

This is the print version of the citation

MLA Database Article Citation
Botzakis, Stergio. "Adult Fans of Comic 

Books: What They Get Out of 
Reading." Journal of Adolescent & 
Adult Literacy 53.1(2009):  50-59. 
Academic Search Elite. 

• add the name of the database

MLA Database Article Citation
Botzakis, Stergio. "Adult Fans of Comic 

Books: What They Get Out of 
Reading." Journal of Adolescent & 
Adult Literacy 53.1(2009):  50-59. 
Academic Search Elite. PDF file. 

• add the publication medium 

MLA Database Article Citation
Botzakis, Stergio. "Adult Fans of Comic 

Books: What They Get Out of 
Reading." Journal of Adolescent & 
Adult Literacy 53.1(2009):  50-59. 
Academic Search Elite. PDF file. 9 
Sep. 2009.

• add the access date

APA/MLA comparison
Botzakis, Stergio. "Adult Fans of Comic Books: 

What They Get Out of Reading." Journal of 
Adolescent & Adult Literacy 53.1(2009):  50-
59. Academic Search Elite. PDF file. 9 Sep. 
2009.

Botzakis, S. (2009).Adult fans of comic books: 
What they get out of reading. Journal of 
Adolescent & Adult Literacy,  53(1), 50-59. 
Retrieved September 9, 2009 from Academic 
Search Elite database.



2

APA Database Article Citation

Botzakis, S. (2009).Adult fans of comic 
books: What they get out of reading. 
Journal of Adolescent & Adult 
Literacy,  53(1), 50-59. Retrieved 
September 9, 2009 from Academic 
Search Elite database.

• Use Retrieved sentence format to show the 
access date

APA Database Article Citation

Botzakis, S. (2009).Adult fans of comic 
books: What they get out of reading. 
Journal of Adolescent & Adult 
Literacy,  53(1), 50-59. Retrieved 
September 9, 2009 from Academic 
Search Elite database.

• Use Retrieved sentence format to show the 
access date and the name of the database

APA Database Article Citation

Botzakis, S. (2009).Adult fans of comic 
books: What they get out of reading. 
Journal of Adolescent & Adult 
Literacy,  53(1), 50-59. Retrieved 
September 9, 2009 from Academic 
Search Elite database. DOI:44054569

• If there’s an item number, you may include 
it after the retrieval sentence


